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He was a well-known and respected agriculturalist, miller and corn dealer of Markinch Parish, Fife for 
many years.  David Imrie was a tenant farmer of Bankhead and Haughmill since the early 1800s as well 
as the Dams of Holekettle in Kettle Parish.  He would marry into another well-established Fife farming 
family, the Arnots.  After his marriage, the couple returned to Markinch Parish where they had ten 
children who were all born at Haughmill.  Haughmill was a noted corn mill and Imrie was an 
accomplished miller of his time and a corn dealer of the area.  This then is the narrative of the life and 
times of David Imrie. 
 
Early years 
 
There was no record of his birth; however, he was born in the year of 1787 in Newburgh.1 He was the 
eighth child of Robert Imrie (1736-1820) and Rachel Buist (1747-1819).  Along with his parents and 
siblings, he came to Markinch area as a young child after the year of 1798.  Very little is known of his 
early years. 
 
Haughmill, Markinch Parish 
 
Haughmill was located 3/8 of a mile southeast of the village of Miltown and described as a “small flour 
and meal mill driven by two breast shot water-wheels, abt. [about] equal to 17 horsepower situate near 
to the River Leven, 35 chains W. [West] of Cameron Bridge.”2  
 

 
Fig.1. Ordnance Survey Name Book for Haughmill, Markinch Parish, Fife, Photograph Courtesy of 

ScotlandsPlaces.gov.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
1 Death Record of David Imrie, 2 June 1862, Markinch Parish Records, Statutory Deaths 447/0000 0044  
2 Ordnance Survey Name Books, Fife and Kinross-shire OS Name Books, 1853-1855, Volume 95, OS1/13/95/15 



 
Fig.2. Ordnance Survey Map of Haughmill, Markinch Parish, Photograph Courtesy of the National Library 

of Scotland 
 

Haugh is a Scots term referring to a piece of flat alluvial land by the side of a river, forming part of the 
floor of the river valley.  Mr. Neil Sutherland, Chairman of the Markinch Heritage Group writes that “the 
Haughmill, situated near Windygates and in Markinch parish was a large water-powered corn mill, using 
water from the river Leven.  The main range was three-storey on an L-plan, with a kiln at the north end, 
and there was a detached two-storey block, perhaps a granary.  There was also a corn mill and later a 
bleachfield.  The Haughmill also refers to a small community that once existed there too.”3 Presently, 
where the Haughmill once stood a distillery is there now.  Haughmill is mentioned in the 1845 Statistical 
Accounts of Scotland as “a very extensive grain distillery at Cameron Bridge.”4 It is unclear as to when 
exactly David Imrie became a tenant of the property but it was in the early 1810s.  The first early record 
of him residing at Haughmill was at the baptism of the birth of his first child, Jean, in 1814.5 
 

 
Fig.3. Baptismal Record of Jean Imrie, 18 December 1814, Markinch Parish Records, Crown Copyright 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
3 Email communication of Neil Sutherland to Michael T. Tracy, 6 December 2017, Markinch, Fife, Scotland 
4 The Statistical Accounts of Scotland 1791-1845, Markinch, County of Fife, NSA, Volume IX, 1845, p. 677 
5 Baptismal Record of Jean Imrie, 18 December 1814, Markinch Parish Records, Old Parish Records 447/0020 0195 



 There is evidence that Imrie also had a flax mill on the property.  Flax mills were concerned with 
the manufacture of flax or known as linseed.  In a letter written by George Thomson of the 
Commissioners and Trustees for Manufactures dated Thursday, 23 December 1824 Thomson requests 
information from Imrie in order to bequest him his premium on flax and hemp.6 The Commissioners and 
Trustees for Manufactures was a Board that established Scottish industrial policy and whose goal was to 
build an economy that was complementary with neighbouring England.  There are two printed 
instruction forms used to advise flax growers how to provide the information to acquire their 
premiums.7 
 

                                                           
6 Letter of George Thomson to David Imrie, 23 December 1824, Tullis Russell Paper Mills Collection.  R. Tullis and Company Papers.  University 
of St. Andrews Special Collections, Call Number ms38973/RT/2/2/1 
7 Letter of George Thomson to David Imrie, 23 December 1824, Tullis Russell Paper Mills Collection.  R. Tullis and Company Papers.  University 
of St. Andrews Special Collections, Call Number ms38973/RT/2/2/1 



 
Fig.4. Letter of George Thomson to David Imrie, 23 December 1824, Page 1, Photograph Courtesy of the 
University of St. Andrews Special Collections, Call Number ms38973/RT/2/2/1, Special Permission for the 

Use of This Photograph Granted by the Head of Special Collections 
 
 



  
Fig.5. Printed Instruction Form regarding the 1823 Premiums on Flax and Hemp, Page 1, Photograph 
Courtesy of the University of St. Andrews Special Collections, Call Number ms38973/RT/2/2/1, Special 

Permission for the Use of This Photograph Granted By the Head of Special Collections 
 
 



 On Thursday, 2 October 1832 Imrie registered to vote and was listed as the tenant of the lands 
and mills of Haughmill.8 
 

 
Fig.6. 1832 Fife, Scotland Voters List showing David Imrie of Haughmill (Last Entry) 

 
Two years later in a letter written by George Thomson of the Trustees Office for the Commissioners for 
Manufactures dated Saturday, 18 October 1834 to David Imrie, Thomson requests that he send his 
Affidavit and Lintmiller’s Certificate.9 
 

                                                           
8 Fife, Scotland, Voters List, 1832-1894.  Ancestry.com. Provo, UT, USA:  Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2010 
9 Letter of George Thomson to David Imrie, 18 October 1834, Tullis Russell Paper Mills Collection.  R. Tullis and Company Papers.  University of 
St. Andrews Special Collections, Call Number ms38973/RT/2/2/1 



 
Fig.7. Letter of George Thomson to David Imrie, 18 October 1834, Page 1, Photograph Courtesy of the 

University of St. Andrews Special Collections, Call Number ms38973/RT/2/2/1, Special Permission for the 
Use of This Photograph Granted By the Head of Special Collections 

 



 
Fig.8. Printed Instruction Form regarding the 1833 Premiums to Flax and Hemp Growers, Page 1, 

Photograph Courtesy of the University of St. Andrews Special Collections, Call Number 
ms38973/RT/2/2/1, Special Permission for the Use of This Photograph Granted By the Head of Special 

Collections 
 



Bankhead, Markinch Parish 
 
Bankhead was situated about one mile east of the village of Miltown and described as an “excellent 
farm with a good dwelling house, garden and steading situate [d] on the high ground N. [North] of the 
Kirkcaldy Trust No., is the property of R. B. W. Ramsay, Esq., [of] Whitehill near Edinburgh.”10 
 

 
Fig.9. Ordnance Survey Name Book for Bankhead, Markinch Parish, Fife, Photograph Courtesy of 

ScotlandsPlaces.gov.uk 
 

 
Fig.10. Ordnance Survey Map of Bankhead, Markinch Parish, Fife, Photograph Courtesy of the National 

Library of Scotland 
 

As in the case of Haughmill, it is unclear as to when exactly Imrie assumed the tenancy of Bankhead but 
it was in the early 1810s. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                           
10 Ordnance Survey Name Books, Fife and Kinross-shire OS Name Books, 1853-1855, Volume 95, OS1/13/95/13 



Marriage and Family life 
 
Janet Arnot was born on Monday, 4 June 1787 in Monimail Parish, Fife.11 The Arnot family was another 
well-established Fife farming family.  David Imrie met Janet Arnot and soon they began dating.  They 
were married on Saturday, 8 January 1814 in Edinburgh’s St. Cuthbert’s Parish Church.12 
 

 
Fig.11. Marriage Record of David Imrie, 8 January 1814, Edinburgh St. Cuthbert’s Parish Records, Crown 

Copyright 
 

                                                           
11 Baptismal Record of Janet Arnot, 14 June 1787, Monimail Parish Records, Old Parish Records 448/0020 0080 
12 Marriage Record of David Imrie, 8 January 1814, Edinburgh St. Cuthbert’s Parish Records, Old Parish Records 685/2 0180 0567 



 
Fig.12. St. Cuthbert’s Parish Church at Edinburgh, Photograph Courtesy of Michael T. Tracy © 2010 

Michael T. Tracy 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The couple resided at Haughmill where they had ten children.  They were: 
 
Jean (Jane) born on Sunday, 18 December 181413 and died in 1868;14 
Rachel born on Wednesday, 20 December 181515 and died on Saturday, 21 August 1819;16 
Ann born on Wednesday, 26 March 181717 and died on Monday, 7 June 1897;18 
Robert born on Monday, 30 November 181819 and died on Saturday, 28 November 1903;20 
Sandford Arnot born on Friday, 20 October 182021 and died on Saturday, 1 January 1887;22 
Isabel born on Thursday, 18 July 182223 and died on Thursday, 16 May 1872;24 
Janet born on Wednesday, 16 June 182425 and died on Monday, 10 July 1905;26 
David born on Wednesday, 25 October 182627 and died on Wednesday, 8 November 1826;28 
David born on Saturday, 27 October 182729 and died on Monday, 9 December 1867;30 
Henry Arnot born on Monday, 12 April 183031 and died on Friday, 24 March 1916.32 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                           
13 Baptismal Record of Jean Imrie, 18 December 1814, Markinch Parish Records, Old Parish Records 447/0020 0195 
14 Death Record of Jane Fleming, 1868, Kirkcaldy Parish Records, Statutory Deaths 442/0000 0062 
15 Baptismal Record of Rachel Imrie, 22 December 1815, Markinch Parish Records, Old Parish Records 447/0020 0203 
16 Burial Record of Rachel Imrie, 23 August 1819, Markinch Parish Records, Old Parish Records 447/0030 0407 
17 Baptismal Record of Ann Imrie, 30 March 1817, Markinch Parish Records, Old Parish Records 447/0020 0212 
18 Death Record of Ann Houston, 7 June 1897, Markinch Parish Records, Statutory Deaths 447/0000 0072 
19 Baptismal Record of Robert Imrie, 22 December 1818, Markinch Parish Records, Old Parish Records 447/0020 0226 
20 Death Record of Robert Imrie, 28 November 1903, Windygates Parish Records, Statutory Deaths 447/0002 0027 
21 Baptismal Record of Sandford Arnot Imrie, 20 October 1820, Markinch Parish Records, Old Parish Records 447/0050 0050 
22 Death Record of Sandford Arnot Imrie, 1 January 1887, Kennoway Parish Records, Statutory Deaths 434/0000 0002 
23 Baptismal Record of Isabel Imrie, 3 August 1822, Markinch Parish Records, Old Parish Records 447/0050 0027 
24 Death Record of Isabel Gibb, 16 May 1872, Markinch Parish Records, Statutory Deaths 447/0000 0062 
25 Baptismal Record of Janet Imrie, 5 July 1824, Markinch Parish Records, Old Parish Records 447/0050 0044 
26 Death Record of Janet Imrie, 10 July 1905, Windygates Parish Records, Statutory Deaths 447/0002 0016 
27 Burial Record of David Imrie, 8 November 1826, Markinch Parish Records, Old Parish Records 447/0070 0054 
28 Burial Record of David Imrie, 8 November 1826, Markinch Parish Records, Old Parish Records 447/0070 0054 
29 Baptismal Record of David Imrie, 25 November 1827, Markinch Parish Records, Old Parish Records 447/0050 0072 
30 Fife Herald Newspaper, 26 December 1867, p. 3 
31 Baptismal Record of Henry Arnot Imrie, 12 April 1830, Markinch Parish Records, Old Parish Records 447/0050 0096 
32 Death Record of Henry Arnot Imrie, 24 March 1916, Innerleithen Parish Records, Statutory Deaths 762/0100 0008 



Tenancy of the Dams of Holekettle 
 
The Dams of Holekettle was a farm consisting of nearly 50 acres in the parish of Kettle.  Imrie was a 
tenant farmer of these lands since the year of 1817.  In 1824 the Fife Herald Newspaper published a 
notice stating that the farm was available to lease and presently occupied by David Imrie.33 The notice is 
reproduced below. 
 

 
Fig.13. Dams of Holekettle Notice, Fife Herald Newspaper, 8 July 1824, Page 3 

 
It is unclear as to how long David Imrie held tenancy over the Dams of Holekettle. 
 
The Census Records and Valuation Roll 
 
According to the 1841 Scotland Census for Markinch Parish, Fife, Scotland, David Imrie was listed as 
being 50 [sic] years of age and working as a farmer and miller; his wife, Janet, was also listed as being 50 
[sic] years of age with the following children:  Anne age 20 [sic]; Robert age 20 [sic]; Sandford age 20; 
Isabella age 15 [sic]; Janet age 15; David age 13 and Henry age 11.34 
 

                                                           
33 Fife Herald Newspaper, 8 July 1824, p. 3 
34 1841 Scotland Census for Markinch Parish, Fife, Scotland; Enumeration District 14, Page 12 



 
Fig.14. 1841 Scotland Census for Markinch Parish, Fife, Scotland listing David Imrie and Family 

 
 The 1851 Scotland Census listed David Imrie as being 63 years of age and working as a farmer 
and mill master of 243 acres employing 15 laborers, 3 foremen and a boy; his wife, Janet is 62 years of 
age with the following children:  Robert age 31 and working as a superintendent of the mill; Isabella age 
27 and Janet age 25.35 
 

 
Fig.15. 1851 Scotland Census for Markinch Parish, Fife, Scotland listing David Imrie and Family, Page 1 

 

 
Fig.16. 1851 Scotland Census for Markinch Parish, Fife, Scotland listing David Imrie and Family, Page 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
35 1851 Scotland Census for Markinch Parish, Fife, Scotland; Enumeration District 12, Pages 6-7 



 The Lands Valuation (Scotland) Act of 1854 established a uniform valuation of landed property 
throughout Scotland, which was collected annually for each parish in each county and burgh.  These 
records record the name of each proprietor, the occupier of the property and the annual rateable value 
of the property.  David Imrie was listed in the 1855 Valuation Roll as the proprietor of Haughmill and the 
yearly rent or value of the property is shown as 6 pounds and 18 shillings.36 
 

 
Fig.17. 1855 Scotland Valuation Roll for Haughmill, Markinch Parish, Fife listing David Imrie (Last Entry) 

 
Imrie was also listed in the 1852 Directory to Noblemen and Gentlemen’s Seats as residing at 
Haughmill.37 
 

                                                           
36 1855 Scotland Valuation Roll for Haughmill, Markinch Parish, Fife, Scotland (VR101/1/276) 
37 1852 Directory to Noblemen and Gentlemen’s Seats.  Edinburgh:  Sutherland and Knox, 1852, p. 87 



 
Fig.18. 1852 Directory to Noblemen and Gentlemen’s Seats listing David Imrie (Last Entry), Photograph 

Courtesy of the National Library of Scotland 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Death of David and Janet Imrie 
 
David Imrie had been suffering from heart disease for almost a year before his death.38 He died on 
Monday, 2 June 1862 at the age of 75 at Haughmill.39 
 

 
Fig.19. Death Record of David Imrie, 2 June 1862, Markinch Parish Records, Crown Copyright 

 
On Thursday, 5 June 1862 the Fife Herald Newspaper reported on his sudden death by stating “A very 
affecting instance of the uncertainty of life and of all human enjoyments occurred in this neighbourhood 
on Monday.  On that morning, as Mr. David Imrie, Haughmill, was about to proceed to his farm, he fell 
down at his own door, and instantly expired.  Mr. Imrie had been complaining for some time past, but 
was considered greatly better, being able to go about as usual; and his sudden death is much deplored 
by a large and extensive circle of acquaintances, he being well known as an extensive corn dealer.”40 He 
was buried on Thursday, 5 June 1862 at Northhall Cemetery in Markinch Parish with his burial record 
reading “David Imrie, farmer at Haugh Mill, aged 75 years was intd [interred] 5th June.  He lys [lies] in the 
South grave of No. 2.”41 On Monday, 9 March 1863 an inventory was conducted on his estate.42 His wife, 
Janet Imrie, died on Sunday, 15 March 1868 at the age of 80 at Haughmill.43 
 

 
Fig.20. Death Record of Janet Imrie, 15 March 1868, Markinch Parish Records, Crown Copyright 

 
She was buried on Thursday, 19 March 1868 next to her husband at Northhall Cemetery with her burial 
record reading “Janet Arnot, Relict of the late David Imrie at Haughmill, aged 80 years, was intd 
[interred] 19th March.  She lys [lies] by Northside [of] her husband, 38th int [internment] 1862, Middle 
Grave of No. 2.”44 
 
 

                                                           
38 Death Record of David Imrie, 2 June 1862, Markinch Parish Records, Statutory Deaths 447/0000 0044 
39 Death Record of David Imrie, 2 June 1862, Markinch Parish Records, Statutory Deaths 447/0000 0044 
40 Fife Herald Newspaper, 5 June 1862, p. 3 
41 Campbell, Andrew.  Markinch Burial Ground Surrounding Parish Church 1853-1856 and Northhall Cemetery 1854-1887, Fife Family History 
Society 
42 Inventory of David Imrie 9 March 1863, Cupar Sheriff Court (SC20/50/35) 
43 Death Record of Janet Imrie, 15 March 1868, Markinch Parish Records, Statutory Deaths 447/0000 0027 
44 Campbell, Andrew.  Markinch Burial Ground Surrounding Parish Church 1853-1856 and Northhall Cemetery 1854-1887, Fife Family History 
Society 



 David Imrie was a noted agriculturalist, miller and corn dealer of the Markinch area.  He was a 
long-time tenant farmer of Bankhead and Haughmill since the beginning of the 19th-century.  His 
primary residence was at Haughmill where, after his marriage, all of his ten children were born and 
raised.  Also at Haughmill, he had a large water-powered corn mill, using the water from the nearby 
river Leven.  He was a respected corn dealer of the area as well.  David Imrie is warmly commemorated 
here in grateful esteem and recognition by his distant first cousin, Michael T. Tracy.  This work is 
dedicated to the Memory of David Imrie, the agriculturalist and millmaster of Haughmill. 
 
Memoratus in aeternum (Forever Remembered) 
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